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When tight Strikes

Goal " Classifyvarious materials as transparent, opaque, or transluceng and describe the
behaviour of Iight when it strikes different materials.
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What to Do
o ft1the space below, or on a separate page, answer the following questions.

1. What do sharp shadows tell us about the way Iight travels?

3.

2. Define the following wbrds:

(a) transparent

@) opaque

(c) translucent

Why is frosted glass often used for bathroom windows instead of clear glass or a

solid wall?
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' Complete the chart below. In the second column, classify each material as transpar-

ent, opaque, or translucent. In the third column, use the words absorbed, reflected,
transmitted, or scattered to describe what happens to Iight when it strikes the mate-
rial listed in column one. Suggest examples of materials for numbers 1l and 12.
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Materials Glassification Behaviour of Light
1. glass t ra n s oor,r€n t *(o vl<itvt ,' \J-e n
2. white clouds ooaqu'e /ar {vaaslrtt, o{ r-e Sln"+ed . Scq{-[er
3. stained glass window td"r,i lucon|l Sca *e6 r)
4. aluminum foil AOao tt,? ht^"k"T/inTGJ
5. fog I l-r.u< lu, r o ,n* Scnl+"i"^
6. cellophane *{a,n5 DorcnP -Lrnr,,rrn^^i)Lo
7. cardboard O Oa o ttro rlhcnahp^
8. wax paper *fanLs i, Ca-nf 5 Ca "l-lo rp.
9. black boar<i opaq*? o Lrcrr .U).

10. mirror ()Da Q ul r€Pl o"*ei
11' . t^talqr transparent Jra.n< n ', i.fLo"12' *r'os+cd q\aEe f ran siqceq* scattered
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